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{¾n + yÃn                 ×Ìn + yÃn 

×ɭÑɟàØÞÖɟĞÑɟ×Ön  yκÐÀĞ× ÖßɭĤÛØɟÍn] 
¾ȗĕĦÑɰ ģ×ɟ¾ØÌɰ ŢɨĆÍÖn  ÍĦÖɮ ÒɟζÌÑ×ɭ ÑÖɪ^ 

This book contains certain basic and very useful rules of Svaras under different conditions. These rules 

are intended mainly to equip the student with knowledge Samskrit reading for a beginner and also 

prepare him for Laghu siddhanta Kaumudi. 

All the rules are derived from the Maharishi Panini’s Asthadhyayi.  

This book is a continuation of Elementary Samskrit Sandhis – 1 

For free downloads. Visit; www.shastradeepika.org    
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Svara Sandhis- also called as yÃn ÞȒęÐɪ 

 

Modification of Svaras with other Svaras under various conditions. 
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Pratyaharas (Ţĕ×ɟßɟØ)– yÃn, ßÙn, y¾n , ×Ìn  etc. are called Pratyaharas.        

Before we start svara sandhi rules, let us know a few pratyaharas, which are 

useful for these svara-sandhis, obtained from maheswara sutras.  

1. All the Svaras are called as yÃn . 
2. All the Vyanjanas are called as ßÙn and this ßÙn = ßÜn + ¿Øn . 
3.  yÙn  means all the varnas, yÙn = yÃn + ßÙn.  
4. y¾n means  y { }   ¡ . 

5. {¾n means      { }   ¡ . 

6. ¤ʦ  means    ¤ ¨ 

7. ¥Ãn  means    ¥ © 

8. ¤Ãn  means    ¤ ¨ ¥ © 

9. yÌn  means   y { }   ¡ ¤ ¨ ¥ © ʭ ×n Ûn Øn Ùn 

10. ×Ìn  means    ×n Ûn Øn Ùn .    

11. y means yÛÌx, which means y  along with its Savarnas  i.e. both y 

& z etc. similarly with other varnas  also. Eg; { means {ÛÌx, which 

means both { & |. and soon.  

12. y¾ɟØ means y only, does not include its savarnas. Similarly with 

other varnas also. Eg; |¾ɟØ means only |. Ã¾ɟØ means only Ãn, 
similarly with other varnas also.  

 

Note  -  Purvavarna /           = preceding varna   

 Paravarna/      = succeeding varna 
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Now we are going to teach you a few sandhis were Svaras will undergo 

modification with other svaras under various conditions. As usual these rules are 

based on Maharishi Panini’s Ashtadhyayi. 

Rule AC -1 - This is based on sutra  y¾ɪ ÞÛÌɴ ÏɡÁxɪ 6-1-101. This sandhi is also 

called as ÞÛÌxÏɡÁxÞȒęÐɪ Savarna deergha sandhi. 

If any one of the y¾n varna is followed by its savarana y¾n varna , then both 

varnas i.e. succeeding and preceding  varnas will be replaced by its Single 

compatible  ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx ̣ ̛̟̎̎+ under samhita conditions. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

y¾n ÞÛÌxy¾n 
 

ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx  

Poorva varna 
Preceding varna   

Para varna 
Succeeding varna 

Both are replaced by a 
single 

y¾n ÞÛÌxy¾n ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx 

y / z y / z z 

{ / | { / | | 

} / ~ } / ~ ~ 

  / ª   / ª ª 
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Savaranas  

The y¾n   consists of varnas y { }   ¡, so its savarnas are correspondingly its  

ÏɡÁxÛÌxs only, when both the preceding and succeeding varnas are savarnas 
then both will be replaced by a single ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx. 

For example consider varna y, its savarnas are all other types of y, that is 
its other types of hrasva, deergha and pluta. 

Varna y has a total of 18 types, of which 6 are ůĦÛ y , 6 are ÏɡÁx z and  
6 are ĚÙȓÍ z3, so for anyone type y varna all other 17 types will be its 
savarnas.  

So for any type of ůĦÛ y, all other 5 types of y, 6 types of z, 6 types of 
z3 are its savarnas.   

Similarly for any type of ÏɡÁx z all other 6 types of y, 5 types of z, 6 types of 
z3 are its savarnas.   

Similarly for any type of ĚÙȓÍ z3 all other 6 types of y, 6 types of z, 5 types 
of z3 are its savarnas.   

Similarly for { } &  . 

Now for our discussion we consider only 1 ůĦÛ & 1 ÏɡÁx, this is sufficient for 
this level. So ůĦÛÛÌxM̠ savarana is its ůĦÛÛÌx and ÏɡÁxÛÌx, similarly ÏɡÁxÛÌxM̠ 
savarana is its ůĦÛÛÌx and ÏɡÁxÛÌx. 

So y savarna is y / z, similary z savarna is y / z and                     
ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx of y or z is z only. 
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{ savarna is { . |,  similary | savarna is { . | and ÏɡÁxÞÛÌx of { or | is | 
only and soon. 

Example  1    

 

2.   Ŭɠ + |Üɪ          Ŭn  |  |  Üɪ        Ŭn  |  Üɪ        ŬɠÜɪ 
 
3.  ÀȓȻ }ÒÏɭÜɪ                  ÀȓØn } } ÒÏɭÜɪ                 ÀȓØn ~ ÒÏɭÜɪ             ÀȓȼÒÏɭÜɪ 

4.  θÒÍȗ  ÌÖn               θÒÍn     ÌÖn                  θÒÍn ª ÌÖn           θÒÍșÌÖn  

5.  ¾Ïɟ yθÒ                 ¾ʬ z  y θÒ                 ¾ʬ z  θÒ             ¾ÏɟθÒ   

 

ÏɭÛ  zÙ×ɪ 

ÏɭÛn    y    z   Ù×ɪ 

ÏɭÛn z Ù×ɪ 

ÏɭÛɟÙ×ɪ 
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Rule AC -2.   This is based on sutra {¾ɪ ×Ìn yκÃ 6-1-77. This sandhi is also called 

as ×Ìn-ÞȒęÐɪ Yan sandhi. 

If any one of the {¾n varna is followed any one the yÃn varna , then {¾n  varna 

will be replaced by its compatible ×Ìn varna  under samhita conditions. 

Here    

{¾n = { }   ¡ along with its savaranas. =   {/ | }/ ~    / ª ¡/ «3 

  

yÃn = y { }   ¡ ¤ ¨ ¥ © along with its savaranas =  y/z   {/ |   }/~    /ª  

etc. 

y/z  {/ |  }/~   /ª  ¡/«3  ¤/¤3  ¥/¥3 ¨/¨3 ©/ ©3 

×Ìn  means  ×n Ûn Øn Ùn only. 

{¾n + yÃn             ×Ìn + yÃn 

 

 

 

 

 

{¾n  yÃn  ×Ìn  yÃn  
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 Examples 

    1.ÞȓÐɠ }ÒĦ×ɪ       ÞȓÐn | } ÒĦ×ɪ       ÞȓÐn ×n } ÒĦ×ɪ                                                  

  ÞȓĘ×ȓÒĦ×ɪ   ÞȓÐn ×ȓ ÒĦ×ɪ              

 

 

ÞȓÐɠ }ÒĦ×ɪ ÞȓÐn | } ÒĦ×ɪ 

ÞȓÐn ×n } ÒĦ×ɪ 

ÞȓÐn ×ȓ ÒĦ×ɪ 
ÞȓĘ×ȓÒĦ×ɪ 

Preceding 
Varna either 

Succeding 
varna - any 
one of the 

 Preceding 
varna Replaced  
By compatible 

×Ìn  

Succeding 
varna remains 
unchanged 

{ or | yÃn = ×n yÃn 

} or  ~ yÃn = Ûn yÃn 

  or ª yÃn = Øn yÃn 

¡ or  «3 yÃn = Ùn yÃn 
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2.      उ              ई उ               उ                      

                  

 

2-ÀȓȻ zÏɭÜɪ     ÀȓØn } z ÏɭÜɪ     ÀȓØn Ûn z ÏɭÜɪ      ÀȓØn Ûɟ ÏɭÜɪ 

         ÀȓÛɟxÏɭÜɪ 

 

4. θÒÍȗ yɰÜɪ      θÒÍn   yɰ Üɪ       θÒÍn Øn yɰ Üɪ       θÒÍn ØɰÜɪ  

        θÒŝɰÜɪ   
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Rule AC -3.   This is based on sutra ¤Ãɨ j×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ 6-1-78. This sandhi is also 

called as y×ɟȏÏÞȒęÐɪ Ayaadi sandhi. 

ÒÏɟęÍ  ¤Ãn  varna -  ¤Ãn  varna  which is at  end of a padam  is called                    

Padanta ¤Ãn  varna.   

Rule AC -3.1    Relating to padanta    .    

If any one of Padanta ¤Ãn varna is followed  any one the yÃn varna , then 

Padanta ¤Ãn varna  ¤  ¨  ¥  ©  will be replaced optionally by y×n  yÛn  z×n  

zÛn  or  y  y  z  z respectively under samhita conditions. 

¤Ãn =  ¤ ¨ ¥ ©   and     y×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ means  y×n  yÛn z×n zÛn   

yÃn = y { }   ¡ ¤ ¨ ¥ ©  along with its savaranas  =  y/z   {/ |   }/~    /ª  etc. 

                           y×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ + yÃn 

 Padanta ¤Ãn + yÃn   optionally                             y / y / z / z + yÃn 

 

 

 

ÒÏɟęÍ  
¤Ãn   

yÃn  

y×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ 
or y  y  
z  z  

yÃn  
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Examples -                          

By rule Rule AC -3Padanta - Padanta ¤Ãn  optionally y×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ or y  y  
z  z . 

  

ʬÛɩ {Öɩ      ʬÛn ©  { Öɩ           ʬÛn zÛn { Öɩ         ʬÛɟθÛÖɩ 
  
                             
                              ʬÛn z { Öɩ            ʬÛɟ {Öɩ 
  
 
 
Note – ʬÛɟθÛÖɩ ̎ ̛̑ ʬÛɟ {Öɩ ̏ ̡̜̕ ̟̎̒ ̣̙̖̎̑- 

 
 

 

 

Preceding 
Varna is Padanta 

Succeeding 
varna-any 
one of the 

 

Preceding 
varna Replaced  

optionally 
by  either 

Succeeding 
varna remains 

unchanged 

¤ yÃn = y×n  or  y yÃn 

¨ yÃn = yÛn   or  y yÃn 

¥ yÃn = z×n or z yÃn 

© yÃn = zÛn or z yÃn 

Padanta ¤Ãn 
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Rule AC -3.2    Relating to Apadanta ¤Ãn 

If   ¤Ãn   varna is with in a padam then such a ¤Ãn is called Apadanta ¤Ãn.  

When such a yÒÏɟęÍ-¤Ãn is followed by any one of the yÃn varna  then 

Apadanta ¤Ãn  varna  ¤  ¨  ¥  ©  will be replaced by  y×n  yÛn  z×n  zÛn  
respectively under samhita conditions. 

 Apadanta ¤Ãn + yÃn    compulsorily            y×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ + yÃn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 0-   Ñɮ y¾ɪ              Ñn ¥ y ¾ɪ              Ñn z×n  y ¾ɪ                       Ñɟ×¾ɪ 

  

Similarly all words given below are single and all     varnas are Apadantas. 

2. Ãɭ y×ÑÖn       Ãn ¤ y ×ÑÖn      Ãn y×n y ×ÑÖn          Ã×ÑÖn 
2-  Õɨ yȑÍ        Õn ¨  y ȑÍ          Õn yÛn y ȑÍ         ÕÛȑÍ 
3- Òɩ  y¾ɪ       Òn © y ¾ɪ            zÛn  y ¾ɪ         ÒɟÛ¾ɪ 

Preceding 
Varna is 

Apadanta 

Succeding 
varna any 
one of the 

 Preceding 
varna Replaced  

compulsorily 
By   

Succeeding 
varna remains 
unchanged 

¤ yÃn = y×n   yÃn 
¨ yÃn = yÛn    yÃn 
¥ yÃn = z×n  yÃn 
© yÃn = zÛn  yÃn 

This is a single padam and   ¥ is within padam, so ¥ is Apadanta. 
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Rule AC -3.3.   

Relating to Padanta      or Padanta      when followed by     अ only. 
This rule is based on sutra               6-1-109.                              

Remember ¤ʦ means ¤ ̎ ̛ ̑¨- 

This sandhi is also called as             Purvarupa sandhi.      

This sandhi is an exception to Ayaadi sandhi.  i.e.¤Ãɨj×Ûɟ×ɟÛɪ 6-1-78. 

If a Padanta ¤ʦ is followed by     y varna, then both varnas i.e. succeeding 

and preceding  varnas will be replaced by a Single preceding varna, under 

samhita conditions. 

Since both varnas are replaced by a single purvavarna, this sandhi is also called 

Purvarupa sandhi. Here        means        . 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Poorva varna/ 
Preceding varna  
or  poorva rupa  

Para varna/ 
Succeeding varna   

Both are replaced by a 

single        varna. 

ÒÏɟęÍ   y =   

ÒÏɟęÍ   y =   

ÒÏɟęÍ  ¤ʦ y  
ÒȕÛxȼÒɪ   

means purva varna 

ÒȕÛxÛÌx preceding varna ÒØÛÌx succeeding varna 

  both are replaced by a single purva varna                       
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Examples- 

 

   
Padanta   /    

followed by अ  
 

Both replaced by a 
single Purvarupa  

  

1      अ            अ                            

2    अ             अ                      

3      अ             अ                      

4     अ           
 

      अ         
 

                               
 

Note – In above examples, the loss of paravarna अ is shown by a symbol “ ” 

which is called Avagraha (अ    ) in samskrit and this is optional, that is loss of 

paravarna अ can be shown by symbol Avagraha or need not be shown at all.  

Both          and         are equally valid and are same. 

Similarly       =     .  
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Important definitions. 

There are many technical terms in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi samskrit vyakaranam 

and meanings of these are defined in Ashtadhyayi itself.  

Many of these terms so defined may have different meaning in language and 

literature, but in Ashtadhyayi these meanings will not be of use, but meanings 

defined by Ashtadhyayi alone are valid. 

For example consider word Guna     : , though this word means quality, rope 

etc. in regular usage, but this is of no use in Ashtadhyayi.  

On the other hand in Ashtadhyayi samskrit vyakaranam अ /   /   are called 

as Guna.  

So a technical term Guna in Ashtadhyayi means either अ or   or  .   

Vriddhi ς ÛȗθǦɪ                                                    
This is defined by sutra            1-1-1 in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi.             

The varna z¾ɟØ (=    -आ), varna ¥¾ɟØ (=ऐ) and varna ©¾ɟØ (=औ) are called 

as Vriddhi in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi.                     

z ̜ ̟ ¥ ̜̟ ©  ̟̎̒ ̙̙̐̎̒̑ ̠̎ ̟̖̖̈̑̑̕ ÛȗθǦɪ  

Guna  ÀȓÌ:  

This is defined by sutra अ        1-1-2 in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi.                   

The varna y¾ɟØ '<    अ), varna ¤¾ɟØ '<¤) and varna ¨¾ɟØ (= ) are called as 

Guna in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi.               

y ̜ ̟ ¤ ̜ ̟̈  are called as Guna  ÀȓÌ:  
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Rule AC -4 –  

This is based on sutra आ       6-1-87.                  
This sandhi is also called as    ÞȒęÐɪ Guna sandhi. 

If y varna ( all its savarnas i.e. both     अ or     -आ  )  is followed by anyone 

of varnas among   इ / ई,  उ/ ऊ,  ऋ / ॠ,   ऌ  ,  then both varnas i.e. 

succeeding and preceding  varnas will be replaced by its Single compatible  Guna  

varna, under samhita conditions. 

 

Poorva varna/ 
Preceding varna  

either 
Para varna/ 
Succeeding 
varna either  

 
Both are replaced by a 

single compatible 
Guna.  

y ̜ ̟ z { . | =   

y ̜ ̟ z } . ~ =   

y ̜ ̟ z   . ª = अ   
y ̜ ̟ z ऌ = अ   

 

 

Either 

ůĦÛ y or 

ÏɡÁx-z 

 

anyone among 

{ / |,  }/ ~,  

   / ª,   ¡   

 

 any one 
Compatible 

Guna ÀȓÌɪ 
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Note -  1.  अ /आ + ऋ / ॠ    = अ     and     2.  अ /आ + ऌ = अ       
in both अ   and अ     the element अ is Guna, so these two are also Guna sandhi. 

Now the question is why अ   and अ   instead of अ only is beyond the scope of 

this level. 

Examples. 

1 उ   इ     उ   अ   इ      उ          उ      

2    इ         अ  इ                        

3      उ           आ  उ                             

4      ऋ           अ  ऋ            अ                 

5     ई        आ  ई                     
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Rule AC -5. 

This is based on sutra          6-1-88.       
This sandhi is also called as     ÞȒęÐɪ Vriddhi sandhi. 

If y varna (all its savarnas i.e. both     अ or     -आ)  is followed by anyone of 

varnas among       ऐ औ,  then both varnas i.e. succeeding and preceding  

varnas will be replaced by its Single compatible  Vriddhi varna, under samhita 

conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poorva varna/ 
Preceding varna  

either 
Para varna/ 
Succeeding 
varna either  

 

Both are 
replaced by a 

single 
compatible 

Vriddhi  

y . z   = ऐ 

y . z   = © 

y . z ऐ = ऐ 

y . z © = © 

Either 

ůĦÛ y or 

ÏɡÁx-z 

anyone 
among 

 ¤ ¨ ¥ 
©   

 any one Compatible 

Vriddhi ÛȗθǦɪ 



Svara Sandhis 

 

P
ag

e1
9

 

Examples. 

1 ÍÎɟ ¤Û  ÍÎn z ¤ Û  Í În ¥ Û  ÍÎɮÛ 

2                आ             औ            
3     ऐ             अ  ऐ              ऐ                    
4      औ              अ  औ               औ                     
 

 

Summary ς 

  
Poorva varna 
= Preceding 

varna 
Para varna = 

Succeeding varna    

1 

Rule AC -1, 
Savarna 
Deergha 
Sandhi 

अ       अ   
          

Both replaced by a single 
savarna deergha 

2 
Rule AC -2. 
Yan sandhi. 

इ   अ    ×Ìn yÃn 
 

3 
Rule AC -3.1 

Ayaadi sandhi. 
Padanta     

 
yÃn 

 अ        yÃn 
 

  
अ / अ / आ / 

आ 

yÃn 
 

4 
Rule AC -3.2 

Ayaadi sandhi. 

Apadanta 

    yÃn  अ        yÃn 
 

5 
Rule AC -3.3 

Poorva roopa 
sandhi. 

Padanta        अ 
    

Both replaced by a single 
Poorva roopa varna 

6 
Rule AC -4 

Guna sandhi. 
अ or आ 

इ / ई,  उ/ 
ऊ,ऋ / ॠ,   ऌ   

 Both replaced by a single 
Compatible Guna varna. 

7 
Rule AC -5 

Vriddhisandhi. 
अ or आ   /   / ऐ / औ  Both replaced by a single 

Compatible Vriddhi varna. 
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Glossary ς  

Apadanta     –  p12 

Avagraha (अ    ) – is  a symbol “ ” used to show loss of Hrasva अ . p14. 

Ayaadi sandhi – y×ɟȏÏÞȒęÐɪ ̝0/ 

Guna     :  -  p15 

Guna sandhi –           p16. 

Paravarna/      = succeeding varna p3 

Purvarupa sandhi –             p13. 

Purvavarna /           = preceding varna   p3 

Savarna / ÞÛÌx ̝4 

Savarna deergha sandhi – ÞÛÌxÏɡÁxÞȒęÐɪ ̝3 

Svara – vowels p3  

Vriddhi sandhi –           p18. 

Vriddhi        p15. 

Yan sandhi - ×Ìn-ÞȒęÐɪ ̝6 

Pandanta                  varna –  p10 
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